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     ACT LEADERS DEBATE 

 

The Chief Minister of the ACT, Andrew Barr, will debate the ACT Leader of the 

Opposition, Alistair Coe.  

 

Location  National Club of Australia (NPCA) 

Time          7:30 pm Wednesday 30 September 2020 

Duration  60 minutes. 

 

1. The debate will be moderated by Adam Shirley, presenter of the ABC Radio 

Canberra morning program. 

 

2. The moderator will ensure both Leaders are given equal treatment and time. 

The moderator will conduct a discussion allowing both Leaders to pursue the 

major issues of the election campaign.    

 

3. The debate will focus on major topics of the election.  

For example: leadership, economy & financial management, Covid 19, 

planning, health, employment, climate & environment, education and public 

transport.  

 

The moderator will determine the order of topics during the debate. 

 

4. The moderator will open each policy area with a question, after which each 

candidate will have a maximum of two minutes to respond. Leaders will then 

have an opportunity to respond to each other.  

 

The moderator will use the balance of the time in each policy for a deeper 

discussion of the topic may expand or reduce the time at his discretion. The 

moderator may ask her own questions, seek clarification and or to seek more 

information from one or both participants. Leaders will answer questions as 

briefly as they can. 

 

5. At the direction of the moderator, Leaders will be permitted to ask one (1) 

questions of each other during the debate. 
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6. Answers to questions will be up to a maximum of two (2) minutes by each and 

up to a maximum of one (1) minute rebuttal. There will be time limits on 

answers.  

 

7. The debate will finish with the moderator asking a general question to both 

Leaders in order to allow them to sum up with a closing statement for a 

maximum of two (2) minutes.  

 

9.  The Leaders will use standing lecturns.  

 

10. The Leaders may have a pen, paper & briefing notes or an IPAD on the lecturn 

but no props are permitted. The IPAD shall be not be able to communicate to third 

parties.  

 

11. The NPCA is to make arrangements for broadcast of the debate.  

The ABC will be the host provider of all production and direction services to the 

debate.  

 

12. Accredited photographers will be permitted to take photos on a pool basis. 

Photography during the debate will be permitted on the basis that photographers 

operate from fixed positions as determined by the NPCA (i.e. at the rear or sides of 

the venue) and cameras operate with no flash and in silent mode. Prior to and 

after the debate photographers may operate normally.  

Photos shall be provided to all media outlets on a “pool” basis without charge or 

attribution and or claim for copyright.  
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13.  General  

 

a. These rules have been established by the board of the National Press 

Club after consultation with the campaign directors of both parties. 

 

b. Each Speaker will have access to a green room with catering & 

television. 

 

c. Each Speaker will have the opportunity to be professionally made up for 

the broadcast.  

 

d. Each party will be provided with 30 seats at the debate. The NPCA will be 

provided with 20 seats including members of the media and the National 

Press Club. 

 

e. No audience microphones are permitted. 

 

f. During the debate the audience are to remain seated at all times. 

 

g. Mobile phones or other communications or computer devices are 

permitted in the room if they are in a silent mode. Flash must not be used. 

 

h. All persons entering the club will be require accreditation and will be 

subject to the Club’s security & COVID-19 safety procedures. 

 

i.  All other issues arising and not provided in these rules will determined by 

the NPCA CEO in consultation with campaign directors or the nominated 

representative of the party. 
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